1912]              The Italian Campaign in Tripoli

Italy should be asked to be Godmother. The Crown Prince
telegraphed from Danzig to Jagow to ask the Queen Mother
to do him this kindness. Queen Margherita immediately
accepted and requested Pansa to represent her. At the same
moment the Crown Princess, who is in Berlin, wrote to
Queen Helen with the same request. The latter being
ignorant of the steps which had been taken vis-a-vis Queen
Margherita accepted also and your Court appointed the
Count of Turin to represent her. Great embarrassment was
the outcome of this confusion and it was decided that both
Queens should be Godmothers, but there was a painful
moment thanks to this misunderstanding.

Berlin, 3 ist January, 1912.

I have been told Kiderlen has been trying in Rome to
make your Government understand the necessity of recog-
nising the religious supremacy of the Sultan in Tripoli as
has been done in Bosnia and Herzegovina. If indeed Kiderlen
has succeeded in persuading your Government one may hope
a great step towards Peace has been taken. The Emperor
is longing for its prompt conclusion because he has the
greatest difficulty in restraining the Austrian Heir-Apparent
who is continually intriguing and would like to profit by
your being occupied in Tripoli to attack you. The latter
was anxious to avoid a conversation with the Emperor last
Sunday, the day of the baptism, and he set off running about
museums and paying visits all day. The baptism took place
at seven o'clock in the evening and after the ceremony the
Emperor took him by the arm and marched him off to a
room where they had a tete-a-tete which lasted for an hour
and a half. At midnight the Archduke boarded his train
to leave Berlin, You can guess the subject of the conver-
sation. I don't know whether there will be any sequel.
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